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filedce ( as li were) andthe ficſh on esch fide wilt bee wine 
ant pale,aad then ſoone after,theblood (which hud cartitd 
the ewes to the heart) iſſueth foorth moſt ſuriouſſy: ſich 
was Davids wound in this place, thenewes ſtruck into his 
heart and aſtoniſhed him for the time, but having alittle 
. recoucred himſelfe, he powreth it foorth as you heare and 
fee, Now in that good Dexid,who is here termed the King, 
is found thus deepely wounded vponthe receit of ſo hea- 
uy tidings, and weepes ſo bitterly vpon fo neare an ocecaſi- 
on, (I mcane the death of his deareſt Al ſalam) let vs hence 
note this, in the generall, from che party ſorrowing, and 
the occaſion and meaſure of his ſorrow laid together; That 
Gods, deareſt ehildrem are exerciſed with neare and pier · Dod. . 
cing eroſſes in this lifei Io may ſeeme to bee no good con- 
gruitie, to ſay that Dani wept, that king Devid mourned; 
Be Chriſtians to mourne being poore, or Princes being 
wicked, it is no ſtrange matter: but when a man hath God 
for his friend in heauen, and a —— on earth too, whiat 
ſhould trouble him ? yet for ſucha one the Lord hath croſ- 
ſes, and thoſe ſharpe, thoſe neare, thoſe cutting. Wienefle 4 his 16. 
Dia (the man in queſtion) a man after Gods heart twhat in the booke 
a liſe had he in his father in law his time? when went hee of Samuel, 
to bed with drie cies? when lived hee a marry day? what 
eomforc in Afechal his wife ? what ' tropbtes after Su!s 
death ? what breaches in his familie? what heartbreak- 
ings in his 7 bamar ?in his Auen in his e Abſalom whilft 
belined? and now when a man would haue thought him 
ſpent and drawne drie, how many teares doth hee ſpend a- 
freſh vpon his death? Weſe $ come cloſe, cut deepe, 
here are griefes (io his familiars ſhall Ifay (nay) in his Readhis ſto- 
kiastolkes, his father, his wiues, at Zeb#ep, his children, his ry, frowthe 
As ſalom. And was not Vareb inthe ſame caſe? was it no- 28. of Gen. to 
thing to be rended from his owne fathers houſe ? to line * Chang 
in feare of his owne brother? to be ſo vſed by is one vn. 
cle ? to. be: ſo couſened of his owne wife? to haue his onely 
daughter defloured ? to haue his deareſt wifeto die ſo vpon 
his hands? to haue one ſonne baniſhed? another an adulte- 
rer, another inceſtuousꝰ — ng 
0 when 
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- whenvncle, when coſins, when wines, when children ſhal 


be our crofſes, And what would you ſay of Jeb, were his 
caſe your owne? It may bee you wonldthinke ir a loffe to 
part with ſo much goods and cattle ſo ſoone; to be worth 
a thouſand pound in the morning, and to haue all your 
grounds vnſtockt by night: it may be it would trouble our 
patience to heare the ſcornes of baſe fellowes, and to fee 
that contempt in our owne ſetuants: but (alas) if our kind- 
eſi friends ſhould quippe vs, and they that were religious 


cenſure vs, if our owne wives ſhould begin to be weary of 


vs, and wee ſhould haue the burying of ten children, and 
firſt vnburie them, and there ſce how louingly they far to- 
gether, and what proviſion was there made for the chea- 
ring of their hearts, and heere plucke out one, there ano- 
ther ( e wh lim-meale aud lay them all on an heape; 
would not this haue wrought vpon vs? But then, if to all 
this there ſhould be added ſuch plagues on the body, ſuch 
terrors on the ſoule; would wee not ſay, our crofles were 
ſharpe? yes (brethren : ) we may ſay that Jobs were ſharpe, 
and ſore and neere, when friends, when feruants, when 
children, when wife, when God and all ſeeme to miniſter 
matter of grieſe. It {hall be needeleſſe to draw you further 
in 3 , theſe are beyond exception, whether you 
looke tothe goodneſſe of the men, or the of their 
croſſes, in all whom we ſee that verified, which once Sa- 
mon the ſonne, and Devidthefather deliuered in more ge- 
nerall tearimes, the one touching the nun ber of the faith= 
ſuls aſſlictions, that they come by ſeuens ( i. tiovps) in one 
and the ſame day, the other touching both number and 
meaſure; that they are many and great. in number many, 
in nature weightie, as the word ſignifieth both. Bur leaving 
teſlimonies, what might bee the cauſe that Gods beſt chil- 
dren are fo ſped? Is it cheir religion ? Is it their profeſſion > 
No. no ic is becai ie they are iet with corruption (if you 
will haue it all at once) and therefore uſt be purged: ſor 
fj· Ma lutele to eule ge out {ewes in the vnſoluing of ſome 
ſew amungſt many icaſons ) Crus beſt chijeiren will iome- 
tumcs venture Ou nuilome meates and hurttull poiſons, 


they 


P 


they will feede on the groſſer fiones; they will drinke in ve⸗ 


ry puddle, I meane iniquitie, and when the child hath ſo 
done, what ſhould the father doe ? If David will lie and 


commitadultery, and fall to murther innocents, what can 
God doe leſſe for Dania, vnleſſe he would haue him dam - 


ned, then ſcourge him W what ſhould hee doe but 


lay it on his skinne, yea and laſh his conſcience, and when 
hewill bee walking ſo neere bels mouth, take him by the 
heeles and make him beleeue he will throw him in? what 
though he do cry? what though he be croſſed of his will;ls 
it not better hee ſhould cry heere then in hell and recelue 


his payment here rather then his iudgment there ? Is it not 


better he ſhould loſe his fin, then God his ehild? So then, 
one cauſe why the Lord doth thus lay load on his children 
here, is, becauſe they defile themſelues (ſometimes ) with 


groſſe ſinues, and therefore muſthave much waſhing ; they 


take the dedlieſt poiſon, and therefore muſt have working 

hyſicke. D-w:d was gone ſo farre this way, that to this 
place hee hath not recouered himſelfe, hee deales not like 
old Danid as yet, and therefore euery moneth almoſt hee 
mult haue a purge; and whoſoeuer he be that will venture 
after him in theſe dangerous paths, ſhall be ſure to paſſe vn- 
der the rod, as Dania did, if he be Gods as Dauid was. Se- 
condly, Gods children if they fall not to deadly poiſon, yet 
will they furſet of lawfull meates and pleaſures vnlawfully, 
ſo chiluiſh we arc when we are turned looſe to delights, that 
for our liues, wee cannot keepe a meane; wee cannot haue 


proſperity but wee will abuſe it. wee Twell, wee bragge, we 


ſauffe. we looke ouer our brethren and forget our ſelues, 
euen the beſt of vs all. Poore D. id that ſcarce euer came 
where proſperity grew, had but a little reſt, and he beganne 
to dreame of golden mountaines, hee thought had 
now taken their leaue oſ him, and would be afraid to looke 
into the court, aud therefore Al ſalas is ſent out of his bow - 
els to conſute him, And good Hezechiah who was fit 
humbled at the commi 
time, brought to deaths dore by grieuous ſiekneſſe, had na 


of Senecberth, and the ſecond 
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6 Ai Funeral. 
about him, when Ambaſſadors came to vifite him, hee car - 
ries them ſrom place to place, and ſets the beſt ſide out- 
ward: he ſwaggers not onely with them, hut with Eſ«y too 

who tool as ſmall pleaſure in this bis courting, as many of 

is cloth doe now in preaching :)OEſay ( faith hee) you 
cannot tell M ho haue been here, grearfiaces; the King of 
Babel ſent Ambaſſadouts to vs, ſuch Princes ſo farre from 
vs take notice of vs; and they (I would haue thee know ) 
were roially entertained: we ſhewed them withall, what 
ſtore of gold and ſiluer our treaſures could affordʒ we would 
haue them know, that all the wit and wealth is notlodged 
in Babell, but that Cods people haue it in them and about 
them too, as occaſion ſhall ſerue, Thus Hex erbiab thought 
hee ſpake but teaſon: but the Lord ſeeing him ſo rancke, 
thinkes it time to let him blovd, and therefore Eſay giues 
him a cooler: You haue made (ſaith hee) for ſo in effect hee 
ſpeakes) a faire hand of your wealth you haue, you haue 
brought the wolſe to the folde, and now keepe him out if 
you can: Gold-thirſtie Babell now knowes where to haue a 
draught :andas, for your ſelſe, ſith you thinke the better of 
your ſelfe for your wealth, the Lord hath made your will, 
and the King of Babellis your executor. Thus becauſe He- 
zechiah (urtcited, he is phyfickt :and this is another reaſon 
of the Lords thus dealing with his people, becauſe the diffe- 
rence is not great whether you eate bad meare,or ſurfer on 
good. Thirdly, God had but neede to diet the beſt of vs 
ſometimes, becauſe we be ſo lazie when we are full, much 


like to a man that comes newly from a featt, fit for nothing; 


we follow our calling as ib we would drop on ſleepe,we per- 
forme exerciſes of religion, as children ſay their leſſions, 
minding euery thing rather then that in hand: wee come 
to the otdinances oi Cod, as fed wantons to a ſeaſt, nothig 
pleaſeth vnle ſſe it be ſome odde fawce-or new invention, 
the worſt diſh on the table; ſoit is with vs, when wee come 
to the word, the ſenſe muſt be pleaſed as well as the heart e- 
dified, elſe it is but a dry fea(}, one tricke of wit doth more 
affect, then twenty gratious ſentences: now when whe. 


Ford ſces our mouth ſo farre out of raf}, that it cantibr' 


reliſh 
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reliſh but tuxate; 3h diſtetefpfef vs mch 

our bufineſſe, he think ev ie ter to fir ox 
in tiene, left theſe ſore · runner of fickue: Breste foray 
worſe inconveniences; and ſurely Danni 


brackiſe and cafe 
may aff.ight vs all; for( ales) how. de gather ming, ire 
he had ſtood ſtilla While ? and how would His 
againe haue growne to ſome head, had not 46 5 ; 
raiſed vp to breath him, and to diſperſed them Noi DA. 
nid were ſo foggie after ſo many 'breathings, Dau a m 
of ſo good a diet. how teſty ſhould wee be if neurt wal 
how grounded on out lees with. Maab. ifrietier turned fs 
from veſſell to veſſellꝰ It ſtands the Lord thereſdte pen. 
if hee will provide for his harueſt, and 6dr god, to tale 
ſome paines with vs. leſt other wiſe he faile of his ylorage, 
yrhilſt we want dreſſing. 

Fourtbly, (and ina word)croffes had need ro conſe, if 
comethicke; and come in ſtrength tõ the ſtrungeſt of ve, 
bee auſe in the beſt thete be many 7 arid ſtrong 8 options: 

S the pride, the pride, the vubeleefè, the ignorante, che 
ſelfe-loue that lodges in the pureſt foule; woold yee tot 
haue thought that Dauidby this time had atroft er bried 
himfelſe of all kde hren r all wur ofthe works, 
all carnall ao Rong, had we her Biec d ür fee. 
ſee, when croſſes come, how he iales abtzut la, hee 70875 
be torres, he would die in a paſſion, as if he knew bot whit 
he did, or cared not what be ſaid, Now ſhout nor ſueh a 


ſromach ar chis be taken Nowe ? yer, the'thild had beehe' - 


pilt chere if che rochadbeene ſpared: anf therefor Gd 
latevit on. Now if good Devidafterſo much breaking and- 
ſolong ſtanding inreligion, be ſo waſpiſh, ſo impaticnt, ſo. 
ſſionate, doe nor you thing that there is ſome ſtore in vs? 
[ervsbe croffed a little, oanriot we chaſeꝰ let ys be abuſed; 
eimmot we flad out tougnes? adde rotHls'our Wtblallder, 
canndr wee bee contefit to fiue longer in this wWôrid p 
thoug d ie be?) do we not dõte co much on one ABl. 
or other ? be not out hearts yrt vnbroken ? hy then ye 
ſee God nf ſinte and ſimit ag une, and ſmifte home, and 
blood: ; forno ſound beartmuſt goto heauen, as Cd 
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but ſound hearts muſt comethither, ſound (I ſay) from hy- 
pocriſie, but broken with ſinne and forrow : thus wee ſee. 
great cauſe of you affliction on Gods part, fichour ſinnes 
are great which muſt be purged ard prevented, our ſurfets 
eat which muſt be cured,our deadneſſe 322 mult. 
e quickned, our inſide bad, which myſt be clenſed. Time: 
will not giue to ſpeake of all: One more reaſon ſhall bee 
drawne from our owne practiſe, and ſo an end. As God 
laies many crofles on vs, ſo we may thanke our ſelues for 
many too, not onely in that we doe deſcrue them, but in 
that we worke them ont of our owne bowels:for many we. 
draw vpon our ſelues by rior, idlnefle, vnthiiſtines, rage, 
&c. and the moſt we make more heauy (thatare heauie e- 
nough already) through our owne folly, and that is whilſt 
we rake into our wounds looking no higher, and what with 
vnbeleefe and impatience, doe double the croſſe on our 
ſelyes, Devid; burden was heauie enough already, hee did 
not neede to increaſe it: yet ſuch is Daxas weakeneſſe, he 
cannot chooſe, it is his ¶Abſalom, prety eAb/a/-w,and there- 
fore he muſt pay for his paſſions; and thus, when God aſ- 
flicts vs in meaſure ( as euer he doth his children) wee make 
our croſſes beyond meaſure, becauſe we keep no meane in 
mourning, and not onely ſo, but we prouoke our father to 
giue vs ſomewhat for brawling and for ſtrugling: & thus we 
ce ſome reaſong of our ſo great and neare afflitions, taken 
partly from our ſelues, partly from our God. The wicked 
will bappily thinke themſelues, wronged, that we giue not 
them and their maſter the credit of the Saints troubles; but 
(to ſpeake propetly)they ate no cauſes, but onely executi- 
oners, they arc hangmenand bedles ; when anexecution 
is to be wrought, and the Lord hath aſſigned ſome ofhis 
ſhrewdeſt children to puniſhment, they ſhall haue the of- 
fice ſometimes to bee the gaoler or belman, that is their., 
preferment, Leauing therefare theſe ſculliansin the kitchin, 
there to ſcoure a veſſell or licke a diſh when they ſhall bee 
called vpon, let vs make our vi of this fo large a Do- 
=— and ſee whether wee can bee briefer there, Firſt 
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an for them. Such is out ſollie / for the mõſt part 

—— ſhines we neuer thinke of adarkeni 5 
when the morning is faire, wee neuer ſeare a ftotme, and 
therefore are ſometimes taken without our cloake (as it 
were. Such alſo is our conceit of our ſelues, and confidence 
in worldly helps, that we hope they will not ſee ys want; or 
ifthey faile, yet we thinke to ſhift better then others can, & 
to live by our wits: hence it is, that we are almoſt growne 
to Babels concluſionʒ Though others be widowes, fatherles, 
childleſſe, comſortloſſe : yer wee ſhall ſee no forrow: Bur it 
will be granted (I trow that our nature needs phyfick, as 
much as other mens (there is no difference in the mould) & 
that our carriage hath not beene ſo good, hut that ĩuſtſy we 


may ſeare ſome bruſhing; It ar; bo. Dividwasss honeſt e Bit. 7.14. 


man as ſome of vs, perhaps Me der was for farre behind 
xs, poſſible Pas / might watoh vs in ny grace and haue 25 
little pride, hypocriſie, ſelſiloue, piſſtòn in him as the beſt 
of vs all; yet were (holy men) greatly afflicted and 


wonderouſly ſtrait why ſhould we dream of peace? 
If wealth would di man of Croſſes, Heezchi was 
not poore : if honour, David, ws # king: ifelther witre ot 


grace. Pau was no babe: but the ſe will not ſertee the turne, 
kings children muſt haue phyſicke (if ſicke) as welſ as po- 
rer mens; why ſhould they not ? ſo muſt che Lords, Out 
Prince is conſecrated through afflictions, our way is an af 
flicted way (as you would ſay) andit is the voice bſheavu 
that chorow manic tribulations we muſt enter int heaven. 
Now then, ſich the caſe ſo ſtands, that either wee maſt dit 
claime the right of children, or elſe endiire afflictions, either 
vnder the rod or be baſtards, let vs (vnlefſe we meage 
to ſh me our ſelue arme our ſolues for eroſſes before hand 
and not prepare onely. but prepare for aff, yea the neareſt of 
all. For what hathbeſallen Pau and others, why may not 
the ſame befal vsꝰſome wiues haue great crofſestn their hui- 
bands, ſome hu. band in their wiues, ſome parents in chił⸗ 


dren, 


haut Vſe 1. 
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dren, ſore, children in parents, ſame ate necredy touekt ia 
their ee eſtagg, ſameether io their name, 
ijgtheix ſqule athet ſome, and where is aut diſcharge? who 
hath exempted vs ?may-not we neede them as much as as 
thers? dat not God love vs as well as others ?are not theſe 
things written for our -yſe> O then let vs thinke on theſe 
things in this out peace, and now lay imfora rainy day, now 
whillt wee can pray, now whilſt out bodies are free from 
diſtemper, and our affections ſtom trouble, now whilſt 
ee are our owne men, and haue freedome (as it were) of 
heart; pow let vs hoard vp prayers againſt the time of trou- 
ble, when as eher in —— of ſickneſſe in body, or ſorrow 
of minde, we can ſay n more then David now can (wy 
ſon; my ſon, m paigo,my-paine, my hoert, my heart.) Now 
let vs treaſure vp faith and patience, and wiſdome, as J 
ſeph did corne, fith a day of vtterance will come, a day of 
ſpending, not of getting, a day wherein our one ſtocke & 
the Chut ches treaſury too( I meane others prayers) will bee 
little enough: do notchinłe it ſuffie ĩent to haue ſame what 
beſare hand, wee are not at agreement with croſſes to del. 
part when we giue warning; neue forget Dauida man not 
refanely g raced, nay a great hu ho had his ſoule 
Vell ſtockt, and in good plig how vnhandſome- 
ly doth heę now. hehaue himſelſe Ah Dania, thou waſt 
wont to haue praiers, and gracious meditations, as ready 
as Abners ſword that would drop out of the ſheath - But 
now here is nothing but my ſon, my ſon; and little doe we 
know how we ſhal fling out in diſtreſſes, vnleſſe we are very 
well appeinted. No laſtly whilſi the Lord doth offeniini⸗ 
ſelfe, vntg. vs as a louing: father, let vs come vnto him like 
ohedient children, let vs confeſſe againſt our ſelues, andre 
concile our ſoules, vnta him: Let vs ſeeke to him (as one 
the Sidemians did to Hered)thraugh Chriſt(as they through 
A8.12. Je for his ſauous (as theyſot Herods love, ) and then 
| being at peace with him in out -praceyard acquainted with 
bim in our proſperity, be: willknow: autrſoulesin aduerſi. 
ty, and we ſhal alwaies hausatocle to fly vnto in the great 
eſt waues aud ſurges. Thus. we: ſee hat couꝛſe muſt be ta. 
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eaſe, 
thialte themſelues — when they — 


füllen one, ſuch 


———— 


for troſſes, when God and ou 
with va, and fland for vs, e thereſore if we wit Hue furt 


worke, let vs go to heaven for ftiends, not tothe eatthand 
be more carefullco get grace in our lieurts, then gol in our 
choſds; for ctoſſos bee ns the minde and : - pr a+ the 
oltatdiefiare. "And thiz-iccbr; fioſtvipiheÞ 49325 
wude of chit poi inte The %, 3 34 . e275 
Is this fo, thee the dearchi of Gods Children hive 
2nd neero afflictions in GO then tis muſſ te: the 
wickedtoleauciudging abroade, aud co ooh Horte rd: 
5 ate on —— = 
te it is 
not —— role it out; out; Theſe 
theſe- preachers ſo much == —.— — 
theſe goe away with all the comforts, hey ennie 
miſſe, they but by: your — 


—— 
_ capes becrer? and — they hey | 
triumph. Bur — 
— mph. Bur fy — 
beeome enemies ? are therighteous th | 
much more the finner? E this dent vo the greene tree? 
Dath the Lord thus viſit thoſe vv m hir fates 
called? doth idgement ihus begin at Gods houſe 
ſhall the wicked appeared are infirmitiegacc 
croſſes? what will be che end of idolatry; e 
munher, of adoltery, of oppreſſion? arethit 
mont chui ſtrawed coin, whae full incl) be We 
waiczof whoredomeyobblood; of 
— 
dert * ty 
narie priſe like finnes# vie end (if th 
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canſt) are Gods owne who haue the ſpirit of Go 
to ptay in them, Chrift, and all the Saints on earth to pray 
for them, who iudge themſelues daily, who walke confiant- 
ly with God, (are they thus handled in caſe they do at any 
time breake forth? then tell me what thy doome is like to 
be, who neuer praieſt, never repenteſt, neuer ftriveſt againſt 
ſinne, but haſt ſold thy ſelſe to do wickedly? Go: on chen 
with thy tale, Gods children areafflited, and greatly affli- 
Red too; I will grant you all; but wote you what? if Gods 
children (whom hee loves next vnto himſelſe in Chrift ) 
cannot h exempted from croſſes, (bitter croſſes ) not with. 
ſlanding all their repentance, all their tesxes, all theit pral 
ers, but their ſoules, ſhalt grone, and hearts ake, beciuſe 
— ſo flubborne and performe holie duties no more, 
no better; I report me to thec, whether thou doſt not thinke 
that Gods iuſtice will one day haue thy blood, thy life, thy 
ſoule, for all dune dbominations which thou doſt not re- 
pent far, but laugbeſt at, which thou doſt not pray ageinſtz 
that they may bee pardoned, bur ſretteſt that they ſhould 
be diſgraced, and which thou ait ſo farre from leauing, that 
thou couldeſt drinke his blood that reprooues them in 
thee. And iſ fo, then either make vſe of the faithfuls crou- 
bles, and quickly indge thy ſelſe, or elſe, take euery diſgrace, 
every diſeaſe, cuery aſſſidtion that befalles them, to bee a 
pledge of that euetlaſting ſhame, and thoſe everlaſting tor - 
ments, woes plagues, curſes, that ſhall ſeize vpon thee for 
euermote, I know thy;plea before thou. ſpeakes bur f alas} 
it will not hold Chrii(thouwillſay) will falucall,he died 
for Gnners,and-what: needs all this? And did he ſo? could 
not Chriſt when he Rood in our ronme, and ſuſtained the 
E 8 ſinner (chough in himſelfe ſinleſſe) could not 
he (though he. were the herreand, fictt borne )eſcape, vntill 

isblood was ſhed, and ficſh tent, nd foulepoured foorrh 
as an offering ? them either make it good, that thou ait in 
Chriſt, and become a new creature, or elſe tale thy leaue 
of all hope and comfort: nothing remaines but a feate full 
expectation of iudgement; and chat is ch yſe. A third we 
thus inferce, butbgiefly +. . ST e en e 


1 1 


— 


1 of | 
Isthis che eſtate of the moſt godly and beſfibelo ed in 
this life ? then a8 this muſt teach vs te thinke neuer the 
worſe of our ſelues or others for outward eroſſes, (whicti 
like haile and ſnow do light vpon the beft gardens, vs well 
as on the wilde wahandlike luſtering Fi will f — 
more Princes children then the poore en) fs 
ve cannot conclude, vnleſſe we will anos, 
Joue, or che beſt Chriftians truth, euen Dali, re re c. 
ſo muſt it cauſe vs to looke vpwards, to waitefor out res 
demption, and to figh for heaven, where we ſhall bee free 
from all theſe miſcries. When we are from homeamiotigh 
— our hearts ore till homewords 
good, our welcome kind, our cotertai of 
Bebel. aire, lodging all better then any — old at 
home: yet home is — lay wee) and away we oe en 
2 will not fetch vs againe do if we'can Vece dete 
change forthe worſe, becauſe che obe is but —.— 
. how much ſhould we defire heaven (ch 5 | 
manſion) where wee ste ſure to change all for the 
here our eſtate ſhall be bettered, —— — 2xnpany 
our bodiesand aur — how: c 


ache 
efore — — Egypt 
bn our N 1 S 


acquaintedwithSelowen ,why ſhould not 2 
oe we might grow. acquainted with leſus Chriſt, and.ſe 
him face to facoꝰ eſpecially, ſith in this. — 2 
part with nothiog but whar we way — 


e thankfull oog — tobe r= 
die., — 5 — — dome fine | 
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what re ſte fn ys in this our i and workethoſe to pati- 
ence who cry at the mention o — how long ? truth 
it is ( to ſpeake one word to them) the earth is tedious to 


ſuch as haue beene in heaven, they do not like to be pil- 


times here, when once they ate enrolled Citizens there: 
— ſuh wee ſhall (hereafter ) bee allwaies receiving wages, 
why ſhould we not be pleaſed to doa little worke ? and fith 
our God hath cut off ſo many of our ſorrou full daies. why 
ſhould not wee with — lneſſe beſtow theſe few vpon 
him? I know no affliction is for the preſent ioĩous, all are 
tedious : but if wee will þutlooke forward, and faſten our 
eies ypon that crowne and kingdome: that ſhall ſo ſhortlie 
come into our hands ; and backward, and ſee our deſert, & 
what others haue leſi. hour we fare and lie, and go euery day 
better then Chirſt here did (the moſt of vs) our croſſes will 
not ſeeme ſo firgpge, as Gods mercies &parience towards 
ys. vs mopderſyll; As For ahavcrafie of; of croftes,{firnie” ang tor. 
ay Jhercof pau would be fo gladly eafed; (alas) how 


ld I comfort you againſſ: that? I cannot blame you, nor 


marvel ar i * Nom be willing to be any where (much more 


in Ra 6 o mey be rid oſ finne; that indeed is a- Bad 
neighb my 3 will pues mari to Rb complaint, I 
am Wearig of; 


life reg mybeechreo )fichwe ds but 
k ax we — ney;fith the Lord nũ Apron whim. 


wood with fo 8 alleyed che Rrength 
4 a ſich choſe gyr ecurupeions have receſued their mor: 
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fich he ſoes ſyme yſe ofthis paiſongndcumeth that tõ good, 
75 £909, ) which m & ſelſe is huriſull: ſich ſorthet 

bath. git 

ic 


ys ſame gun ee, aube hach jeft in vs or oui 

- <  Jome.cpgrupurnrodiit (lafily )- 255 bereiftet 
one iy coma in quetiios, and our debts half Be fe 

one . — — ſcore, and ſor the preſens, he puts poder 


bervixr ys and ſinoe in vs, (as bexivixe "i = the box 


qupds,:and5s naw breathing! outlcheit laſt breath; 
he Lond will & ſauldenly diſpatch chem in compar: 


boldsig)lepya hatiecpatione dv hiw(chough 
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Catlfalomrianiwall 1 
get not meteies : But I haue flepr-s little aide d c 2 
on ſome friends. I now proceed. Maeing·˙ vis D 
the firſt thing growing out of theſe excumſtundes named. 
we muſt come to a ſecond, which is almoft as generull 
when ſhould we haue done, if we ſhould deſeend to partie” 
eulatsꝰ) This that we mey make way vnto, let vs u littlæ wich 
D.mids behauioùr in this his diſtreſſe. There is hone of vs 
can denie, but his occafion of grieſe was great, great renſdti 
hee had co mourne, who ſaith to the-contrary ? It Ni no 
ſmall eroſſe to ſee ones child die in ſuch: a quarrell but 
there is Meane in all things (as the proverbe runneth ie 
behaviour is very ſtrange, hismourning not lie Davids? 
for whereas this riuer and flood of teures may ſeeme to bet 
fed from a three-fold fpring,fleſh, nature, and grace, and ſo 
his ſorrow to be partly ſpiritualſ, for Au ſalomes ſoule, part- 
ly natural}, in that he was his ſonne, pertly ear nal, in thut 
he was his Abſalum: yet the truth is, his ſorrow is rathe? 
eatnall then otherwiſe, if the para be conſideved: for firſt; 
nature goes notTÞ farre as to wiſhthe defiruAion of it ſelfe; 
23 Dau here doth; O that I were dead, dead for thee, or in 


2 Read : and as ſor grace, it would neuer bring ſbrth ſveh 5 r 5 


of paſſien;'2s to wiſh death/in diſebatenuneur, hot 
prouoke to whining in this vndexemt manner, but would 
haue compoſed the aſſectiuns rather; and hune taught hity: 
to mourne in ſilence. Beſides, his ſorrow is to much to be 
ood, and comes wh too much cafe from him, and is to 
ſoone ripe to be. ſpitlranl· rie. Howlſoruer then we de 
nor, but Davidwasa (anAified m and f ih¹d Cfd 
affeQions, and withall was full of hatutall affection, yer iii 
this particular, and at this inſtant, he was mere vnbeturI 
to himſelfe, then naturaſt to his ſonne, end bomnnyed tore 
fie for the preſtntbyHire,: 1 rows 
ned this, che the wontons thorto?, cn not e yet bee 
heard. Now this tm deriiig thus gien tech wer. 
lo wing. you ſte the pomts di offer themſelves ſo feſt vento 
vs, abd-come fs thicke vpon ys, that wee know not well 
which to reolurʒ und watt put bucke,/Flits ( ifyvaſty 
the word) all ud the w: 8 at ine man More 
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man then Daaid)thus exceeds in ſorrow vpon this occaſi- 
on, in ſo carnall a maanet: Let vs learne, that Gods beſt 
children are apt to grieue too much, and to exceede in paſ- 
ſion for out ward things; as in mirth, when once we are in, 
we are apt to forget our ſelues;ſo in ſorrow, when once wee 
yeelde vnto it, wee are in danger of ſurſetting vpon it. A 


man would thinke that Dauid ſhould bee as litile troubled 
with this diſeaſe asany man living ; for whether you looke 
to nature or grace, the bankes ſee me to be ſo ſound, that no 
exceſſe of ſorrow can ouerflow them: for firſt, if you looke 
to complexion, he ſeemes to bee made of the lighteſt tim- 
ber, 2 man whoſe ruddy face ſeemes to promiſe areſolute 
and cheereſull heart : if you looke to naturall helpes, his 
$kill in muſicke(to ſay nothing of any elſe ) was not ordina- 
ry: and as for ſpirituall meanes, the beſt medicines tocure 
difcaſes,the kivg was behind none in theſe matters: his gra- 
ces were very eminent, hisexperience much; and yet if De. 
and will but plod a while on eroſſes, nay, if hee will not bee 

repared for them, it is ſtrange to ſec how vnlike himlelfe 
he is, he criesas if he had been flickr, In the next chapter 
he takes vp the fame note againe: nay, he will die forſooth, 
he will be gone, he wiltro his ſonne: and whythe is his Abe 
ſalom. And whatthinke you of /#b? the Lord himſelſe giues 
him a good report, out of doubt hee was an honeſt man: 
but did you euer heare a wiſe man ſo tarre forget himſelſe? 
he is angry with the light. quarels with the night, hath a 
ſaying to the ſlartes, to his mother, to the midwite, there is 
no dealing with him in his fit, and yet the occaſion out- 
ward. Iuſtances of this kinde, there — more then enow, 
but they ate vnpleaſant, and; therefore I will content my 
ſelfe with one more, and that is /9nab, as ſtrange a man of 
an honeſt map as you haue lightly heard of. This /oueb way 
croſſÞd(a4 he thought) ſiſt in bis credit : how bare he that2 
yntowardly enough, the matter ſcemed naught, Rarke 
naught to him (ſaith the text ) he chaſed exceedingly: and 
what was the matter? the Lord preferred many mens-ſouls 
beforeche ſatiafying of his luſte a grent matter: yerthis man 
would not brooke it at Gods hand, till che L. d tooke him 


j 1 downe, 


done: well, the ſecond time, he was eroſſedin his caſe; ai 
| Ervore([cannor tel what to terme it, whethertfee;6r (ffi 
or ſtalke ʒa trifle it was which he pleaſed to bey for His 
turne) but would you thinke that a Prophet would chafe 
at the loſſe of ſuehthing? why, this and his —. — 

into his old turne againe, he will be dead in a paſſion; Go 

comes to pacific him; it will not bee, het l angry. he hath Chapters. 
reuaſon tobe angry, he will be angry, yea, would hee could 

burſt aud kill himfelfe with * * What is the matter? It 

is belike for ſome great ſinne, becauſe hee hath offended 

God : no( ſir)he is the plaintiffe, God had rather(in his con- 
eeit) treſpaſſed him: and this is Jonab; let vs ſiay inhim(fot 
we can hardly match him, and yet a good man.) What may ' 
be the teaſon of cheſe exceſſive firs for ourward things? The Reaſons 1. 
reaſons are many;amongſt many theſe are ſome:firſt, a great 
miſtaking and errour in judgement, wee ouer prize theſe 

outward things, and ptomiſe to our ſeluesthat fromthem 

which neuer any ſound in them: and therefore ve o 

grieue, when we ate difappointed of them. Thus Dau 

thinkes A65/alom the pretieſt fellow in a country, nd man 

had ſuch a child as was Ab ſalom: and therefore when he is 
dead, Danid cannot liue: thus becauſe the tudgmene makes 

too great a report of outward things to the affe@ion, the 
affection makes too great adoe · about them; the one being 

blinded, the otlrer is bewitched: and that ĩs a ſecond teaſe 

— we are fallen into it) namely the diſtemper of the af- 
* feions, whe wo haue out ward bleſſiugs we loue them but 
too well and therefore when we laſe chem we prieue tod 
much; for make abteach in one aſſection and you weakeh 

all, as the whole army is weakned if any part bee diſorde- 

red, the whole building the worſe fot the removing of 

ſome one ſtone, & the whole body infeebled by the woum. 
ding of one part: Thus betauſe Daaid will paſſe ouer his af. 
&Qions to his ſonne in his life tinie, and ſeitſe his ioy in 
Abſalom, he cannot be maſter of them not commindꝭ tem 
when he is dead, hee will bee fond whilſt he hath Alon, 
no body mutt touch him, the wind muſt not blow pon 
e 


Vſe 1. 


| drupken with paſſion, he cannot ſee but he hath the better 


immodetate ſotto ſot o ard things, Me 
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him, and no bodg mult comfort him, becauſe his Alu 


t not. Adde vntq this in che third place the deceizſulneſſeaf 


our owe heart, which doch hut couſen vs, and the ſubtiltie 
of the diuell, who to the end he may corrie vs headlong 
with the whiclewind of paſſion into a ſes of troubles, will 
beare vs in hand, that wee hauoreaſon to ꝑrieue, and to bee 


paſhonate, Thus [ovweb ſands! voto: his cauſe, and beeing 


of God: Thus Dawid( had a man cloſed with him, and af» 
ked him, what he ment to be ſo loud?) would quickly baue 
been his caleſemaſter, What? (would hee haue ſaid) would 
you haue me vnſenſble of ſuch a Riroake as this? ĩs there vo 


thing to be dane by the parent, when the Lord ihus ſingles 


out his child? ought not the father to tale notice of ir? ei- 


pecially I muſt, fich I did not the part of a father to him: he 
ſhould, ere this, haue beene executed for his ſinnes, I let 
him run on, but now the Lord hath met with him and mee 
tag to my woe: Ie is iuſt vpon me, and I am perſwaded, 1 
ought not to let it paſſe wichout ſome vſe; I muſi grieve: 
and yet, were I ſure, his ſoule were now in heauen, I would 
care thedeſſe, but (alas) ihe example is ſearefull, ſo to liue, ſo 
to die. Faire words good Dauid:)he ſpeakes ns he thinkes 
(good man) but he knowes not his: owne heart. Ia this the 
cauſe that you would haue died for him? was it, becauſe he 
had finned? becauſe you had failed in dutie? (alas ) what 
could your death do 25 his ſoule, or your owne diſcharge? 
no, no, hee was your darling, you cannot ſparc him, you - 
muſt alwaies bare him ia youreie ; hence thoſe teares: and 
thus we run on many times ia a tale, and would faine per- 
ſwade our ſelues, that what we do, is done with iudgement 
when (God knowes) our ſorro is as full of fleſn as Daxids 
here was; and thus what through the errour of our minds 
aud qiſosden of our affeRions, and deceitſulneſſe of our 
owng beats, and Sathaos cunning, it comes to paſſe, that 
we are in the depth of ſorrow and paſſion (as the Aramites - 
in the midſt of Samurie )before we know where we be. 

; Nowthisbeing@, thas the beſt of vs all are ſubictto 
not anch 


learne 


learne to beare with one another in this our common frail- | 
ty, bur further euery one for himſelſe muſt fence and 
mound his heart againſt theſe abſurd paſſions and exceſ- 
five griefes. Many oytward things be fo baſe, (inreſpeR of 
— they ſoeld notonce mooue him, they bee not 
worthy his cares or thoughts, vnfit to be lodged in the mea · 
neſt roome of mans ſoule; to name them the fame day with - 
man, weretoſet them aboue their place; to beſtow teares 
on theſe, werd to waſh ables with ſweet water, not worth 
the while, nor the coſt. All of them are but finite, none ab- 
ſolutely good, and therefore our griefe for them muſt bee 
limited with reſpects, and vſed with great moderation; els it 
wilkdegenerate and turne carnall. Neither will it ſerue the 
turne to plead that our ſadneſſe hurts no body, but our 
ſelues, and that therein we are enemies to none but to our 
ſelues: for were this a true plea, yet were it ynſufficient; for 
who gaue vs a commiſſion to hurt our owhie perſons, and | 
to practiſe murder vpon our owne bodies? but this is not 4 
all, ſor beſides a private wrong, wee rob God of his glorie, "2 
and men of that ſeruice we owe vnto them; indeed, world- 
ly ſorrow makes vs both vathankefull to God, andynprofi- 
table to man, and ynnaturalltoour ſelues (as hence might Rules. 
beeſhewed, but we cannot fland on all) and therefore let ys 1. 
ſtriue againſt ic, Let vs, (will ſome man ſay) let vs if we can, 
but how ſhould wee be armed againſt the exceſſe of world. 
ly ſorrow? can you giue me any preſeruatiues againſt it? 
Anſwere, ſome we will, many wee might, but ſo farre as we 
practiſe theſe following, we ſhall bee freed of this vnptofi- 
table gueſt. | 
1. Let vs denie our ſelues in all worldly matters, and 
not engage our affections vnto them, either to bee eagerly 
ſet ypon them when we haue them in chaſe, or to bee ſoo- 
liſhly puft vp with them, when we haue them in poſſeſſion; 
ſor if we doe not leaue them, till they leaue vs, it is ſure they 
will leaue vs in the lurch in the end: witneſſe David; Ab ſa- 
lom was gone ere Dexidhad denied himſelſe in Ab ſalem 
and therefore gow here is nothing but roaring, whereas 
if hee before had ſaerificed his name, and crucified kivaffe. 

| D ctian, 
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Aion; hee would neuet haue flood vpon thoſe termes, © 
my ſonne my ſonne, what will the world ſay, that my ſonne 
ſhould come to this? but hee would haue comforted hime 
ſelfein his GOD) aselſe where hee did) and ſaid, Ie isthe 
Lord, let him doe what ſeemethbeſi to him: and ſo, if wee 
could denie our ſelues in our husbands, wiues, children, 
names, &c, we would neuer take on ſo, when wee part, my 
ſonne, my ſon, my husband, my child, &c:but as we were not 
doted with them whilſt we had them. ſo neither would wee 
be diſcouraged when we loſt them. But here is the miſerie 
(let vs ſee ĩt and amend it) wee lay the whole firengthof 
our affe ions vpon the things wee fancy(as the creeple laies 
bis full weight ypon his crutches) and therefore when they 
are taken from vs (as Pharaobs chariot wheeles ) wee are 
downe vpon all foute, and ſticke in the mud: yea wee ſet on 
our affections as the Bee his ſting, with all our might and 
ſtrength ; wee conuey vnto others our very bowels and 
hearts, and therefore when they are gone, wee are heartleſſe · 
We ſee ihe errout, what is the remedy ? Reioice as if wee re- 
ioiced not, and then wee ſhall mourne as if wee mourned 
not; bee nottoo glad when the ſunne ſhines, and thenthou 
wilt not bee too ſad when a cloud comes, To this wee muſt 
adde a ſecond thing, which in part hath beene alreadie 
touch, and that is often to thinke on croſſes before they 
come, and to promiſe our hearts no great matters fromthe 
world; for whatisthe reaſon, that wee grow ſo paſſionate 
ſometimes, but this, 6 I neuer looke for this, I neucr drea- 
med of ſuch a day? yea but whoſe fault and folly is that, 
not to looke for eroſſes on the ſea? why ſhould. wee not 
thinke to bee croſſed as well as Dauid, and as ſoone as D 
id? Abſalom was luſty in the morning, dead ere night; 
may not the like croſſes ſteale ſuddenly on vs ? but this 
was D. aids owneerrour,hee thought when God bad giuen 
him a fine child, that hee muſt needs bring comfort and 
peace to his father, call him Abſalom, (faith Dauid) I hope 
he will be a good man and a peaceable child one day; and 
to ſay the truth, where ſhould a father looke for comfort 
ſoonet then from bis childe? but yet, it prooues otherwiſe 


you 
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you ſee, Abſalemis named, (as they ſay Popes bee) by con- 
traries his name and nature agree like a boat-man and bis 
oares,that looke two contrary waies;poore Daxid met with 
nothing leſſe then that hee expected. Let vs learne ſome 
wiſdome from his miſery, let vs not become ſureties for 
the world in a debt of comfort, but rather ſuſpect her, and 
correct our ſelues, ſaying, Inow tale ſome comſort in this 
child, I ſolace my ſelfe in this outward bleſſing, but let mee 
bee moderate, who knowes what ſorrow it may breed mee 
ere I die ? thus if wee could forecaſt perils before they 
come, and bee well appointed to receive them when they 
doe come, wee might better quit our ſelues in croſſes then 
vſually wee doe; but when wee are in our iollity, we cannot 
heare one that fide: O ſpare your ſpeech, or elſe you kill my 
heart, doe you fay, that I muſt part with my husband, and 
bury my child? what my Abſalam, I hope I ſhall never 
live to ſee that day, atleaft not yet a while, and thus you 
will not heare of croſſes till they come, and then you can- 
not beare them, becauſe they come ſo ſuddenly. Others 
know well enough there muſt bee a time of parting, what 
need you tell them that? but in the meane you muſt beate 
with them, for in truth they cannot chuſe but loue their 
friends, and take their part in al Gods ſends (a if there were 
no difference hetweene louing and doting, eene mo; 
derate drinking, and exceſſiue drunkenneſſe) and they doe 
not doubt, but when God calles them to croſſes, hee will 
fic them for eroſſes, and thus they runne on. But is it likelie 
that he will beate afflictons patiently, who cannot with pa- 
tience heare them ſpoken of? Is this the way to bee furni- 
ſhed for winter, to fit ill and ſay, if God call mee to winter, 
hee will fit mee for winter, and in the meane time make no 
prouiſion, but ſay,whiles he ſends warme and dry weather, 
I will cake my part? No, in ſummer thou muſt thinke of 
winter, in thy proſperity, of aduerſitie, elſe thou wilt bee 
ſoone in Daxids tune. | A 

Thirdly, wee muſt have aſpecialleie to our dealings in 
outward matters, that wee doe not abuſe them to Gods dif- 
honeur,nor defile them with * wickednes, for _ 

3 


22 AMbfalows Faxeral. 


if we bee croſſed in them, wee ſhall ſoundly ſmart for it, bee 
' cauſethoſe croſſes will come with afting ; David was not 
fo ſound in the matter of Abſalam, as with more credit hee 
might haue beene, and therefore Abſalom ſlickes by him 
longer then he ſhould, And ( ſurely brethren) croſſes are 
like pinching froſts, they will ſearch, they will examine 
where we are moſt vnſound, we ſhal ſooneſt plaine, & where 
moſt corruption lies, there we ſhall moſt ſhrinke when the 
burden comes: would wee not then grieue too much for 
outward things? let vs not ſinne in the vic of them: woulde 
we keep out carnall ſorrowkeepe out curſed ſinne: if we let 
this canker cate into our harts, Gods medieines muſt pierce 
as deepe, els what recouery? build on this (brethren) ſinne 
alwaies makes way for ſorrow; in that meaſure that ſinne 
taints vs, etoſſes will ſting vs; this is a true ſaying and of all 
men to be beleeued. But I am flow. | 

A fourthremedy is this, we muſt breake the ſtreame of 
our affeions, and turne our ſorrow vpon our ſinne, & place 
all out happineſſe in Ieſus Chriſt, ſowe ſhall be ſure that our 
forrow ſhall be alwaies moderate, ſo ſhall we be ſreed from 
the worſt of ſorrewes, that which is falſe and imaginary, 
for true forrow eates vp falſe, as Aurons rodde the Egypti- 
ans, and falfe is euer more hurtſull and violent then true, 
as bugbeares more affright children then true men. Again, 
godly ſorrow kils worldly griefe, as ſpirituall ioy mars car- 
nall mirth: let ſinne ly heauie, and ourward croſſes will bee 
light; mourne that thou haſt diſpleaſed God and defaced 
his image, and thou wilt haue little leaſure to mourne for 
worldly matters: againe, if Chriſtbe all thy ioy, and all thy 
comfort bee (hut vp in the Lord, thou canſt neuer bee left 
comfortleſſe, fith Chriſt euer liues in thee, and for thee. But 
here is the ſpight, we miſtake the marke, we paſſe ſinne, and 
ſpende our ſorrow on the world, we leave Chriſt, and be- 
flow our affections elſewhere, hence wee are to ſeeke of 
comfort when we ſhould vſe it, and loſe our labour in ſor- 
rowing amiſſe. Thus Dauid beſtirs him for Abſalom, and 
hen all is done, he muſt vnwinde and vpwrap all againe. 
How happy wee, if we now learne to place our ioy and ſor- 


row 
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rom atight? Laſtly, if worldly ſarro fhall not beate vs . 
| 2 os be here — with God, and in the LG 
ractiſe ofhaly duties, pray much, abound in thackeſgi- Chap 43% 
* this ĩs Pauli preſcription to the Philip; You may write 
probazums eſt ypon the head of jt; for there is no cr̃oſſe ſo 
great vnder the cope of heauen, but prayer and thankeſgi- 
uing will li itz as chere is none ſo eaſie, but plodding 
and vnthankfulueſſe will make it heauy. Let then our com- 
| plaints be made to God, and let that time which is ſpent in 
aggrauating croſſes and vnlindueſſes, bee ſpent in recoun- 
ting mercies and deliuerances, and then croſſes will be as 
ſmall in our efteeme, as they bee in truth: and had Dau 
thought an this, to baue cried, © my ſonne Salomon, in fiend 
of eAbſa/ow, and ſeene Gods mercie in the. one, as well as 
Gods iuſtice in the other, and in this beate of paſſion draw. 
en himſelfe into Gods preſence, and lifted vp one faichfull 
praier, theſe otmes wauld haue vauiſhed (as a miſt before 
che Synne) & he uould haue ſaued himſelſe a great deale of 
. but he eannot as — therefore as yet here 
no comſort. O let our ſarrpwes bring vs ſpeedily to God, 
nnd then comfort will come riding vpon the cloudes to- 
wards vs. Let vs preſently ſail to praier and thankeſgining,. 
as once Jas did, and betalee gur ſelues to abe ward and pro- 
Miſe, or to ſome haly conference, when aus ſittes doe come 
ypan vs, and we ſhall quickly break the courſe ch 
of them. Thus iſ we will lesrne tadenie our ſelues in world- 
ly things, vſing them ©, that we abuſe them not; if we will 
thinke ane croſſes hefare they come, and not leaue all till 
afterward if we will be ĩuſt io getting, and vprightia 
the things of this life, thavwe.doe not enuemim them with 
ſinne: if we will beſtow our ſorrow.on.our ſin, and make that 
our chieſeſt griefe and greateſt croſſe — — will be 
much in praier, chankeſgiui itation of the word, cc. 
our ſtrength will bec:ſo much againſt croſſes (atleaſt) our 
camfortin them, that wee ſhall not netd to feare any hurt 
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Al. iz. Paul, not drowned. And this of that vſc; you ſh all finde me 


brieſe in all that follewes, A ſecond vſe in this : 
a Do Gods beſt children exceed ſometimes in ſorrow for 
outward things? then muſt wee not be altogether diſcourae 
red, though we finde our worldly griefe more then our ſpi- 
ritnall ſorrow, for thisis a thing that may befall the beſt, 
they may be immoderar in the one, when they are too ſhort 
ip the other: the beſt haue many teares to beſtow vpon 
So ourward thing, when they cannot without much tra- 
uell weep for their many ſinnes; was not this ſometime good 
Dauds caſe? But is not this (will ſome ſay )a vile thing that 
we ſhould more grieue for outward things, than for finne a- 
inſt God? It is ſo, and dothit not ſhew,that wee are won- 
rfull carnall ? It doth ſe : why then; what then? How can 
I bee Gods child ? why ? how is Dad? did you euer heare 
him more loud for his ſinne then here for Al ſalamꝰ did hee 
S ze. not weepe at giblag for ourward things, till he could weepe 
i; no more? and yet for all this I would not ſay that D. uad 
loued outward things more then God, or that his finnes 
i lay lighter then his croſfes: for firſt, hee had more ſorrow 
for his ſinne, ihen he ſhould or would haue had for outward 
K 2. loſſes when bee was Daxzid. Secondly, a little godly ſor- 
row is more then a great deale of worldly; more (I ſay) 
f in ſubſtance, though not in bulke, as a little balme water 
: is worth a poole of mud, a little gold comes to more then 
a great deale of braſſe. Thirdly, his carnall and worldly 
ſorrow was but a ſudden ſtorme, a land- flood, his ſpiri · 
tuall a conſtant gueſt; though it were compoſed and filent 
as the deepeſt waters are moſt ſtill) yet was it deepe and 
daking. Now what wee ſay of Dax, the ſame( if you 
change the name) muſt be vnderſtood of euery good Chri- 
ſtian, who is not to be conſidered according to that hee is, 
when hee is drunken with paſſion, but according to that 
hee is when hee is his owne man and in his wits: neither 
muſt wee looke what men do, but what they meanc and 
would do: and therefore ſolong as wee defire to make our 
inne our greateſt ſorrow, and judge our ſelues for our ſecu- 
\rity, ſolong as wee giue all entertainmentto godly —_— 


ſpirituall then carnall-as with men, he that keepoa conſtanc | 
houſe all che yeere, is ſaid to keepe a better houſe then le | 
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& flandto keep out worldly, we are in God accountmore 


point; Now it ſollowes: „ | 

O my ſome From Dazids mourning and behaviour itrthis | 
icular, let vs note one thing more 2 you heare the man, 7 | 

you ſec his behaniour, was Daxid wont to beare crofles ſo? | 

nothing ſo; but you ſee how ĩt fares with him now, he can 90g 

not helpe it, Hence learne wee, that Gods children, wo 

beaxe ſome croſſes with gteate wiſdome and moderation, 

are ſometimes foiled in otherſome, and faile in both. Who 

could behaue himſelſe better then Dauid in the matter of Read 1. Sam. 

Sbimei? who worſe in the caſe of Nabalꝰ how ſweer his __ _ 

carriage in many paſſages betweene Saul and him? how ad- - ny Par” — 

mirable his behavieur in one childs death? howabſurd in 15,26 &c. 

anothers, nay how diuerſly affected with the;cauſe of one 

and the ſame Abſalow ? what gratious ſpeeches did he once 

vtter when he fled from eAb/alow? what a bedrole haue we 5 


chat laiesit on once in a twelue month. And this for that 


here at his death? who could more forget himſelfe then 


heere hee doth, thus to take on at ſuch a time, in ſuch a 
place, on ſuch an occaſion? How ſarre was this — 
cy, how ſarre vnlike his carriage in other places ? good Da- 


aud, the ſame that would make to heauen at other times, ſo 


ſoone as the croſſe had given him ſummons; the ſame that 


was vſed to beareaffliQions as patiently, as hee beares this | 

(t6 ſay no more) immoderately. And touching Heb, could Lob. r. va. 

any man liuing be haue himſelſeꝭ better in ſome croſſes? In * 

all chis (ſaith the Lord) ſumming vp his behauiour in the = 
firſt conflict) did not [ob finne,nor ſhew the leaft folly in 

charging folly ypon God: in all which? not in all that firſt 

confli wherein be was ſo nearely toucht, in his goods and 1 
children, but his hehauiour ĩt was moſt religious, bee hum- J 
bled himſelſe and worſhipped, his very gratious. ä . 
The Lord hath done all, hee is righteous in all, and bleſſed 


be his name. Thus /ob at that time, on that occaſion; but See chap23. 
how afterward? who hee ? hee challengeth GOD into the 3.16. 1. &. a3. 


ee ee eee eee the challenge R 


Reaſon 1. 


vnto it; an 4 


touch his life. Sometimes ug aine om croſſes doe not 
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ic was becauſe ho was norable co ſtand vader his arguments 


The like maybe faid of /oweb, a man of good behaviour; in 


the firft c , hee makes an honeſt conſeſſion both of 
his ſaich and of his ſaute; ſetiles himſelfe to die, and lookes 
as if he would to heaven anon; bur at another rimeing 
ſmaller croſſe, he is no more like himiſeiſe, then an apple 
is like a nut, hee chides handſtnooth with God, and will 
ſtand to it that God knowes not when a man ſpeakes reaſon 
if he would tearme him vnreaſonable in his paſſion. But 
what mighe be the reaſen (to paſſe more inflances) of this 
- wide a difference? what might be the canſe that theſe 
o 
tell you: firſt, It pleaſeth God ſometimes to ſet on a croſſe, 
and to make it flick by a man, either becauſe the ſame par- 
ty would looke beſides former croſſes, or kicke them off 
too lightly, or elſe becauſe hee would let him ſee himſelfe, 
and know what he is of himſelſe, or for ſome other cauſe 


vaknowne to vs, but alwaies juſt in it ſelſe, and well 


knowen to God : Now, if he purpoſe ſo to doe, either to 
withdraw his aſſiſtance, or to increaſe the ſmart, alas, who 
can ſtand ynder it?and thus we ſee Gods beſt children more 
troubled now and then with a trifle (in compariſon) then 
with greateſt torments at an other time; and as Chrifts 
looking back on Peter, did more affect him and worke vp- 
on him when hee pleaſed to worke with it, then many 


words did at another time; ſo many times a word miſpla- 


ced, a countenance miſ- ſet doth more gaule vs, then twen 
ty grester matters, (when God is pleaſed to pay vs) becauſe 
euer that is the croſſe which he will make the croſſe, that 
moſt pierceſt which he ſharpeneth moſt. 


2 Sometimes wee haue not dented our ſelues in ſome /- 


partieulirluſt, and then if a croſſe light there, it ſoone en- 
— — out ſelues doe giue a ſting 

ffectĩon ynmortified is aſſoone wounded as a 
ſcaulded head is broken : thus, if you had hit Deawidariy 
where elſe, hee hadbeene for you, — could haue borne it, 


but iſ you touch his Abſalom, you pare the quicke, you 


vs, 


a. — 


champions are thus ſometimes foiled ? I i 
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vs, they doe hut nettle ys, and then they raiſe theſe tem- 
peſts which they cannot lay, they doe but bait, they doe not 
worrie our corruptions, & ſo they make vs chafe. Thus (in 10b 35. 
Elibues iudgment atleaſt) the cauſe why /ob did ſo beſtir penult: 
him and lay about him, was, becauſe God had not dealt in 
extremity with him, Thus Joxab, who was tamed when he 
ſhould be drowned, was a little too luſty fora goard, And 
ſurely ern) if our eroſſes were ſometimes more, I do 
not thinke but our fits would be fewer, our outward catri- 

e (at leaſt) better, Three ierkes ſometimes make the 
$i dyceld, when one would make him dance and Ramp. 
Laſtly, crofles ſometimes ſteale vpon vs before we have 2 
armed our ſelues, and then it is a world to ſee how wee goe 
downethe wind: David can ſay ſomewhat to this alſo; hee 
was fitted for croſſes when the child borne in adulterie di- 
ed, his heart was ſoftned;he had reaſon to expecte its death, 
fith he was told no leſſeꝰ but here hee lookes for no ſuch 3. Sam. 12. 
matter, hee giues in charge that the young man Abſalow(an 
eld traitor _ h his boy) ſhould be looke vnto, hee will 
not ſuffer himſelſe to thinke that Abſalom muſt die, hee will 
not bee humbled ſor his ſondneſſe paſt hee did not 
meane to amend it: and therefore this lies vpon him more 
1——— as hee bore the other: 
and thus we muſt leaue the point, as we found it at firſt, and 
tell our iudgements, that one eroſſe ſoiles vs, yea, lales vs 
one our backe, when another (perhaps a ſtronger) cannot 
— vs, becauſe the Lord ſets on one more then another, 

cauſe wee are leſſe ſound in one place then another, be- 
cauſe we are leſſe maſtered by one croſſe then another, be- 
cauſe we are leſſe prepared for one then another. 

Now the point is prooued, let ys not ſuffer it to paſſe y....- 
without ſome vſe, though we be the brieſer. Learne hence 
at leaſte a double point of wiſdome: the firſt reſpects our 
brethren; them wee muſt not too lightly cenſure for their 
weakneſſe and tenderneſſe in ſome croſſt 
ſich that cannot he God will ma 


that ma 
cher; — 
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ſorer croſſes then our ſelues, though humbled in ſome 


articuler; ſich briefly,that which is heavie now, may anon 
ee light to them; and that which now is as a thing of 
noughtto vs, may anon be ſomewhar, if God ſhall ſetit on: 
ſoft then (my brethren) let vs not be too eager vpon Da- 
nid: it may be we haue buried no Abſalom as yet, (at leaſt 
dying in ſuch a ſort it may be wee would haue buſſed more 
then D. uid did. Had Sbimei fo greeted vs, or Sas ſo pur- 
ſued vs, like enough David would haue beene at patience 
before vs, in twenty other eroſſes, and ſo may ourbrethren 
too, euen thoſe wee moſt cenſure; and du Bet haue ſome 
patjence and mercy toward the.afflifted, account not eue- 
ry one proud and carnall,and froward, that is foiled, when 
wee ſtand, 

The ſecond leſſon our ſelues muſt take forth, and make 
it our owne and it lookes two waies, as if it were on both 
ſides the leafe, Firſt, if wee haue in ſome meaſure quitted 
our ſelues well in ſome one or few afflictions, we muſt not 
preſently triumph and grow ſecure, as if the day were ours: 
wee may now giue them the fall, and by and by bee tripe 
downe our ſelues, if wee looke not to our feet. Danid is be- 
fore vs heerein: he fought more battles then twenty of vs, 
and that with great courage and good ſucceſſe, yet is not 
Dauid able to ſtand againſt this croſſe: his Ab ſalam, his 
Abſalom could not be forgotten. And what though wee 
haue buried a ſtiend? It may bee wee know not what it is to 
burie a father, a childe, s wife, a husband. If Amon bee 
dead, wee cannot tell what Abſalom may worke when his 
death ſhall bee vntimely. = pouerty be no great burden 
to vs, it may bee paine and ſickneſſe will make vs roare: if 
theſe blow ouer, a could vpon our names may happilie 
trouble our patience : if wee can bee patient when other 
mens faults are ſerued into vs, and laide in our diſh, yet it 
may bee wee ſhall not clawit off ſo well, if our kinsfolke, 
ſeruants parents, children, yoke- fellowes, ſhall breake 
forth, and vnmuzle the wicked againſt vs. O then let not 
him bragge, that puts on harneſſe, as hee that puts it off: 
let no man be ſecure, but euer Rand ypon his guard, ſtill _ 

| c 
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 _ die to receiue and to a ward theſe blowes that fall vpon 
| him like haile and ſhot : and ſe if he doe, then on the other 
( fide, let him not caſt away his buckler becauſe hee was 
+ wrought arap, but looke better tohis hand another time. 
| What though D avid bee now downe? hee mayriſe againe 
for all this, and prooue himſelfe old David ſtill: though he 
be a little eclipſed, yet may he ſhine forth afreſh, and make 
many an holy prayer and Pſalme aſter this: and though he 
| now flie, yet may he fight and triumph againe ere hee die, 
4 and ſo mayeſt thou too, though for the preſent deiected. 
That Peter that was once afraid of a wenches face, will not 
| after feate the threats of any aduerſarie: and hee who is 
| ſometimes baſe in atrifle, may after play the man in grea- 


teſt trials. Say not then, if I cannot beare the loſſe of a 
9 childe, of a friend, of a little wealth, a little caſe, a little 
j ſleepe, alas, what ſhall become of me iſ it ſhould come to 
fire and faggot? How ſhall I part ( part I muſt) with my dea- 
reſt pledges, and neereſt friends, and with all my goods? 
Vis Yes man, heare me in one thing that I ſhall ſay, Jonah 
| with more patience part with his life at one time, then wit 
| a root at another: and that God that canmakelight croſ- 
ö ſes heauy, and ſhadowes of etoſſes looke like mountaines, 
| can(ifhecall thee to them hee will) make heauy croſſes 
light and mountaines ſhadowes. And thus briefly ſor that 
| ou Beare me companie thorow one point more, and 
2 will trouble you no further, and will be briefe in that. For 
1 whome doth Devidthus mourne ? Whas is he whoſe death 
is thus lamented ? Heare him, O ty ſoxnemy ſonne, Which 
ſonne ? O Abſalom, Abſalom. Abſalews is then the man. 
And heere a ſtrange matter is offered to thoſe that know 
not the heart of a father. The ſonne praQiſeth againſt his 
fathers houſe, robs him of his cbildren, abuſeth him in his 
wiues, ſeeketh to ſpoile him both of life and living : and 
the father, what doth he ? he weepes for him, hee mournes 
ouer him, hee would die for him: thus doth David. In 
whom ſee what a kind and godly fathers affeQions is to DoQ.q; - 
his childe, No vndutifallneſſe, no practiſe on the childes 
part, ne not deach it ſelfe can diuide berweene him and his 
E 2 childe, 
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child. What theugh 4b/alom can forget David? yet Dauid 
cannot forget him; what though hee bee a very vngratious 
impe; yet he is my child: my child (faith Danid) I cannot 
but loue him: and indeed hee ouerloues him, which I doe 
not commend, but onely obſerue to note the ſtrength of 
parents loue if it bee naturall, a loue indeed as ſtrong as 
death, as hot as fire, like that which Salomos ſpeakes oſ in 


another caſe, which cannot bee put out with water, nor 


bought out with ſiluer: and can it bee otherwiſe when pa- 
rents bee religious, ſith God and nature both command 
grace and nature, both inforce loue, though not fondnes ? 
you that be parents ſaue mee the proofe ofthis point, and 
do but heare why I note it. 

Friſt do kind and godly parents ſo love their children, 
that you may ſooner find too much carnall, then too lit- 
tle naturall affection in them? then ſhall they neuer make 
it good to their owne or others foules, that there is anie 
goodneſſe in them who beare no affection to their owne 
children. Theſe parents that haue no naturall affection, 
can they be ſpiritually affected? Doth that fpirit which 
makes vs louing to all, lodge inthe vnnaturall breſt? Can 
they loue Gods children, that beare no loue to their one 
bowels? Can they loue their enemies, can they call God 
Father, that are tyrants to their one children, their owne 
fleſh? No no: it argues groſſe ſinnes, and a fierce conſci- 
ence, when men be ſo ſierce and violent againſt(mankinde 
I might ſay, I muſt ſay) themſelues. What, parents not to 
fecle their children when they cry, Father ? not to finde 
their bowels mooued when they thinke on a child ? What 
not of a religious child? Why then bluſh yee Dragons,and 
be yee aſhamed, OBeares and Tigers, that your Lords 
ſhould bee (fo beaſtlike ſay I? nay) fo diuelliſh: for what 
creatures but Diuels hate their ſeed ? Nay could Diuels 
baue naturall ſeed, would they hate their owne trow yee? 
But why ſpend wee words on them, who haue the curſe 
vnder ſcale, as Pas/ſhewes? Ram. f, y. 

2 Secondly, heere is ſome what ſor children alſo. Is the 
aſfection of godly parents ſuch, that they cannot chuſe 
bue 
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; 31 
Po: but louetbeirchildren; and out of their laue, grieue at 
their vnkindneſſe, weepe for their impietie, mourne for 
Hy their ſorrowes, and take to heart their follie ? why then 
© 2 the childcen of ſuch parents muſt take to heart their for- 
mer ſtubbornneſſe, and for the time to come forbeare 
| thoſe practiſes that might bee matter of griefe to their pa 
' rents, How canft thou refreſh thy ſelfe with that which is 
- ſword in the heart of thy deareſt friends? how canſt thou 
thinke to eſcape the hand of God, when thou wilt feed yp. 
— on the blood of thine owne parents, and make them as 
weatie of the light as David now is? Is it not ſufficient, that 
already they haue cared, and ſighed, and groaned, and 
wept for thee; but Rill thou wilt kill their ſoules with 
gtiefe? What if thou canſt ſhake it off? Can a father ſhake 
out his heart? Doth their loue nothing meoue thee? nor 
their care, not their paines, nor their teares? nothing? O 
that Ab ſalom had ſeene or heard his fathers complaints: 
he thought that now, becauſe hee loued not his father, his 
father could not loue him : but that is thy errour (eurſed 
* viper.) The father loves, when the child hates; and then 5-Verle. 

\ can Daaid ſay moſt feelingly, Handle the young mau Abſa- 

lem well, when Ab ſalom could ſay(if ſhame did not ſtop his 

mouth) Handle the old Carle Dauid roughly, at my re- 

queſt: yea then can Dauud die for Abſalom, when A5ſalom 

had as leefe die as ſee Darid live, Had A5/al9m knowne 

2 this, would not he (thinke you) haue relentedꝰ would not 

| his rockie heart haue yeelded ? What could hee haue ſaid, 

if David had ſaid but this vnto him, O Ab ſalam, O Alſa- 

iam, did I call thee Ab ſalom for this? Is this to bee a child? 

Doeſt thou alſo thinke my griefes to few ? Was it not e- 

nough to be croſſed in my familiars, in my father in law, 

| in my owne brethren, in my wife, but my owne children 

F muſt adde vnto my griefe? Muſt Abſalom, that I loued fo 

well? Is it not ſufficient that thou haſt robbed mee of my 

children, and brought mee almoſt to the graue, but now 

thou wilt haue my crowne and my blood? Did I ſpare thee 

for this? Was Ia meanes of thy life, and wilt thou bee of my 

death? Would I die to doe thee good, and wilt thou die 

E 3 A vuleſſe 
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vnleſſe thou maiſt hurt me, what thou my ſonne; It not Da. 
id thy Father, Maacabh thy mother, doſt not know vs, &c. 
canſt thou forget vs? haſt thou been a father thy ſelfe, & yet 
riſeſt vp againſt thy father? what I ſay) could Abſalam haue 
ſaid to ſuch a ſalutation? but he is not ſo happy to heaxe his 
father, & therefore he proceeds till vengeance will not ſuſ- 
ſer him to liue, but hangs him vp againſt the ſunne. And 
let all diſobedient and rebellious children take warning by 
this one thus hanged vp in gibbets; and know, that if the 
kindnefle of their parents cannot breake their hearts, and 
workethem to remorſe, the hand of God will bee vpon 
them and purſue them, till the rauens of the vallies haue 
pickt out their cies, and the flames of hell haue ſeized vp- 
on their ſoules. 

Laſt of all, heeres a word, both of inſtruction and con- 
ſolation for all ſorts; both parents and children, high and 
low: Is the loue of an earthly father (if godly) ſo great? 
doth he take ſo much to heart the vnkindueſſes of his chil. 
dren? is he fo ſenſible of their griefes? ſo wounded with 
their ſorrowes? What then is the affection of our heauen· 
ly father towards vs? how tenderly doth hee take diſobedi- 
ence at our hands ? and therefore how great ſhould our 
mourning bee for our great and many contempts? how 
ought wee to poure foorth our ſelues in teares, and to la- 
ment with a great lamentation, like that of the Egyptiensfor 
Jacob, that of the Iſraelues of Ieſiab, and of a father, for 
his firft, his onely ſonne ? how deere ſhould the name of 
our God be vnto vs, how tenderly ſhould wee take thoſe 
contempts and indignities, that are caſt vpon him, who is 
ſo fecling ofeuery ſorrow that beſals vs? O Lord, that we 


had an heartto weepe ouer Chriſt, and that the rebukes 


of God did fall on vs: ò that our owne ſinnes could cauſe 
ſuch teares, as other mens did wring from Dauid . O that 


the word would ſmite our hearts, and cauſe water to guſh 
out of theſe rockes;6 that we ſtood affected to God as Me. 


phibaſbeth to Danidhe meurned,he faſted, hee wept in this 


diſtreſſe of Dauid, we laugh, we feaſt, we do not, we cannot 
weepe, though we our ſelues haue riſen againſt our ſoue- 
raigne, and holpen to derhrane him, Ah (brethren) all 

4. 
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? . Did mourne for others ſinnes in his Pſalmes? ſhall not we 

| for our owne? Shall Davids good ſubiects take to heart 
his afflictions? ſhall not wee rebellion againſt our king? 2. Sam. 16. 
ſhall Dauids ſeruants bee ready to ſmit him thorow that : 
ſhall raile vpon him, and ſhall not our hearts ariſe when As Leuit. 20. 
the name of our God is ſmitten thorow, when our father“ 

b is, railed ypon? nay, ſhall David thus crie out, my ſon, my 

ſonne,for a wretch that would haue killed him: and ſhaltnor 

| we mourne ouer Gods ſonne whom we haue ſlaineꝰyes bre- 

= thren, we muſt mourne, if we will bee comforted, and make 

hy Gods caſe ours,if hee ſhall make ours his; which if wee doe, 

I? then behold: what comfort is here offered: for what? is 

4 there ſuch affection in an earthly father? what then, ma 

wee expect at Gods hand who is an heauenly father, whoſe 

6 loue as farre exceedeth ours as the heauens are aboue the 

earth? can Dauid (lead you no further) loue Abſalom? 

fuch a child, becauſe a child ? can his heart yearne after 

him, can he be pacified toward him at Joabs requeſt, when 

7 he hath ſlaine his ſonne; and is it not poſſible that GOD 

— ſhuld be friends with vs at Chriſts requeſt, though we haue 

ſlaine our ſelues and the Lord of life? Can David loue A- 
alem, when he hath defiled his concubines, when he ſeekes 

8 his kingdome, his life ? ean he then die for him when A. 

ſalom would be his death, can hee doe all this, though his 

ſonne doth not ſubmit, doth not repent, doth not craue 

v pardon, but is vp in armes againſt him; and will not God 
(whole loue is infinite ) for Chriſts fake, forgiue his chil- 

dren when they come vnto him, conſeſſe their fault, be ſor- 

rie ſor it, and defireamendiment?O my brethren, doe not we 

<> wrong God exceedingly when we will not yeeld him as 
kind as David? ſay, thou haſt beene as bad as euer A- 

5 alem was, vnholy, vncleane, vnnaturall. would not David 

friends with Al ſalom, if he had confeſſed his fault; and 
ſhall wee doubt of God ? O But Daaid was fond, God is 

| iuft; yea but the queſtion is, whether David hath more 
b fond loue then God hath true loue: ſay it were his fault, 


* 


here is the point, is there ſo much badneſſe in Dania as there OT 
is goodneſſe in God ? nay, I pur it ypoa thy ſelfe, . 
; 4 
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thy child doe, but theu canſt pardon the treſpaſſe againft 


thee, ſo now hee will be honeſt ? wherefore then (for con- 
clufion ) this I ſay , whatſoeuer thy ſinnes bee, neuer fic 
downe diſcouraged; deſpaire in thy ſelſe, but euer hope the 
beſt of God, ſo long as thou vſeſt his meanes : thou heareſt 
that he is a mercifull God: do now as Benbadad did to A- 
beb; humble thy ſelſe before him, confefle thy ſinnes, be- 
waile them, caſt off the allowance of them, and endeauour 
new obedience, & though thou hadſt as many ſinnes vpon 
thee as there be ſands on the ſea ſhoare, and thoſe as great 
as Abſalems, yet ſhouldeſt thou find mercy and be pardo- 
ned; thy ſinnes were finite, God onely infinite. Thus in a 
more generall manner, we haue run thorow the chiefe mat. 
ters of this text, Now it ſhall ſuffice to name onely the 
particulars, or rather ſome few of them, ſuch as are theſe 
following, In chat all this Rirre is for Abſalow, Daxids 
delight, wee ſee that the more Gods children ſer their 
hearts on any . thing, the more they ſhall bee 
croſſed init, Let David pleaſe himſelfe too much ig 4 
ſalew, and Dauid ſhall ſmart for it, this Me 
prooue his greateſt croſſe. „ 
Againe, if Gods people can bee content that their chil- 
dren ſhould croſſe God, God will bee content that their 


children ſhall bee croſſes to them. If Daaid will bee ſo tidde 


that his child muſt not be chid nor ſhent, God will bee ſo 
good, asto — him his paiment ſor it. 

Againe, if Rulers will giue liſe when God cals for death, 
they ſhell helpe themſelues to ſorrowgyttd their friends ( ſo 
ſpared)to ſhame : If Daa will be ſo nice, alas prety ducke, 
who can finde in his heart to execute, yea or to correct ſuch 
a ſweet baby and ſo let him goe, God vill finde à time to 
pay Dauid, and to reach Abſalemfor it. Againe, in Dania 

we ſee, that in the beſt when croſſes come, the fleſh 
will play its part, and lay about ita while, Dauid 
muſt run himſelfe out of breath, be. " 
fore he can ſtand on any 8.04 
ground, &c. 
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